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Please remember the MCC Foundation in your 
annual giving, estate planning & memorials

Editor: Chris Qualls

Former NASA Astronaut, José M. Hernández, speaks with students 
at our Distinguished Lecture Series in April.
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IN THIS ISSUE:

Partners and patrons like you help McLennan 
Community College create a wonderful and robust 
arts department. This year’s Gala set a revenue record 
of $57,000 to support student scholarships, arts 
equipment, and necessary emergency grant support 
to students experiencing life’s challenges.

HEARTS IN THE ARTS

A cross-community collaboration featuring numerous 
nonprofit partners has successfully refreshed the 
eight tennis courts on MCC campus. These courts 
are free to use on a first-come-first-served basis, and 
provide a wonderful place for area schools to practice. 
Even more exciting: we are expecting the addition of 
pickleball very soon!

RESURFACED TENNIS

Phase I of the Cameron Hall construction is nearly 
complete and we are thrilled to be targetting a 
grand opening event later this Fall. We are actively 
fundraising for Phase II and need the support of as 
many community partners as possible, as we strive to 
return this historical gem to usage in the community.

CAMERON UPDATE

Since the earliest days of McLennan Community 
College, we have believed in the power of an arts 
education. We have invested in students’ artistic 
dreams for years. This year, those investments paid 
off with three Highlander Alumni taking home Grammy 
awards for their outstanding talent.

GRAMMY WINNERS
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Since its founding in 1965, McLennan Community College has remained 
committed to serving our students and community through educational 
and enriching opportunities. A shining example of that commitment is the 
strength and success of our Visual and Performing Arts programs, which 
have become a point of pride for the College.
 
Over the years, MCC alumni from these programs have gone on to win Grammy 
Awards, perform on Broadway, collaborate with music industry legends, and 
author bestselling novels. These achievements are a testament not only to their 
talent and dedication, but also to the supportive foundation they built at MCC. 
 
This year, the MCC Foundation’s Annual Hearts in the Arts Gala raised 
more than $57,000 to provide scholarships for students pursuing the 
arts. This incredible success was made possible under the leadership 
of Honorary Hearts in the Arts Chairs Alethea and Piers Bateman, to 
whom we offer our deepest thanks for their dedication and generosity. 
 
One of our most memorable Gala events to date, this year’s production of 
Guys & Dolls delighted audiences and celebrated the talent and hard work of 
MCC students and faculty. We are also tremendously grateful to all Hearts in 
the Arts members and supporters who joined us for the evening. Your support 
helps local students chase their dreams while keeping education accessible 
and affordable.
 
A special thank-you goes to Mr. and Mrs. Coy Emert and Mr. Damon Brown for 
generously allowing us to borrow their vintage vehicles, which were immensely 
popular with attendees. Their thoughtful contribution added a special touch to 
our evening and helped create an unforgettable experience for all who attended. 

We invite you to view photos from the Gala on our Facebook page and relive 
the magic of the night!
 
We encourage you will continue your support of our Visual and Performing 
Arts programs by renewing your membership and securing tickets today for 
the 2025–2026 Hearts in the Arts Gala, set for February 19, 2026. Join us for 
another unforgettable night celebrating the transformative power of the arts!

HEARTS IN THE ARTS
Gala Raises Over $57,000 for Scholarships

https://www.facebook.com/McLennanFoundation/
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HEARTS IN THE ARTS
Support Quality Arts Education at the 2026 Gala
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HIGHLANDER PRIDE SHINES 
AT 17TH ANNUAL ALUMNI & FRIENDS REUNION
	 On Thursday, June 12, more than 100 Highlander alumni, friends, and family gathered for a night 
of celebration and connection at the 17th Annual MCC Alumni & Friends Reunion, hosted by the MCC 
Foundation. This year’s event was held at Slowrise Slice House, a local favorite and partly owned by one of 
our very own MCC alumni.

Guests enjoyed an evening of delicious pizza, lively conversation, and a warm, welcoming atmosphere. 
Highlander pride was on full display as attendees received MCC-themed giveaway items, with several lucky 
guests also winning fun door prizes. One of the evening’s highlights was a spirited trivia competition, where 
alumni showed off their knowledge and proved the lasting value of their MCC education.

A very special thank-you goes to our emcee, MCC Professor and alumnus Brad Turner, whose story telling 
brought historical events to life and made the evening truly memorable. Brad created three themed trivia 
games that entertained and educated attendees with fascinating lessons in Cameron Family history, MCC 
history, and local ghost stories. His dedication to making the evening meaningful and fun was a huge part 
of the event’s success.

We encourage you to visit our Facebook page to see photos from this event and follow us for notifications 
of upcoming alumni events. We look forward to seeing you next time!

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1134489345378819&type=3
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This year, three MCC alumni walked away from the 67th 
Annual Grammy Awards as winners! While it is no secret 
that our Visual and Performing Arts department is second-
to-none, these prestigious awards and the outstanding 
artists who claimed them speak volumes about the quality 
of education at MCC!
 
Ruthie Foster, who has earned several Grammy 
nominations through the years, was this year’s winner in 
the category “Best Contemporary Blues Album” for her 
recently released work, Mileage. Foster has said that she 
always wanted to attend Berklee, but ended up at MCC, 
which she has called “Berklee on the Brazos”. 
 
Larry Griffin Jr., known professionally as Symbolyc 
One or S1, is a record producer from Waco. He studied 
audio engineering at MCC, where he graduated in 2010. 
He has worked with artists like Kanye West, Beyonce, 
Eminem, Erykah Badu and others. He has worked on many 
Grammy-winning albums and certified platinum tracks. 
This year, S1 was recognized alongside Erykah Badu for 
her song, 3, which won in the category “Best Melodic Rap 
Performance”.
 
Percussionist Deacon Marrquin has been nominated for 
three Grammy awards during the course of his career, 
according to the Grammy’s official site. In February of 
2025 he took home his first Grammy alongside Lucky Diaz 
& The Family Jam Band. Their album Brillo, Brillo! was 
recognized as this year’s “Best Children’s Music Album”. 
Marrquin has also been honored several times by the Latin 
Grammy awards for his excellence as a drummer and 
percussionist.
 
These alumni demonstrate the level of excellence present 
throughout all of MCC’s educational programs, and 
especially the outstanding quality of our arts.

GRAMMY WINNING HIGHLANDERS

http://bit.ly/mccfnd21
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	 With the help of partners like you, we 
are thrilled to be finalizing the construction 
on Phase I of our Cameron Hall project. 
Aimed at rejuvenating a historic community 
gathering place, the Cameron Hall project 
has been years in the making. Many 
community leaders, and many of you, joined 
us early on this project, inspired by a vision 
that bridges McLennan Community College 
to our community’s past while inspiring the 
future for countless students. We couldn’t 
be more grateful. 

Phase I of this project includes a world-class event space with beautiful windows overlooking the greater 
Waco area. Expert designers have incorporated many elements of the original Cameron Family Home, 
including art deco fireplaces, terracotta roof tiles, Roman Tuscan columns, and plenty of gorgeous 
natural light. This elegant event space will be available for our community to use as a place of gathering 
and celebration, a hallmark of this building for roughly a century! Also included in the first phase of 
construction are new offices, from which the MCC Foundation expects to secure immeasurable support 
for students in the coming years. 

Perhaps most exciting is the Cameron History Wall planned for the building’s main lobby area. Everyone 
who enters this building will pass by a meticulously curated exhibit detailing the history of the property, 
from the ownership of the Cameron Family, to its many years as the home of the Art Center, and beyond. 
This display collects beautiful historic photos and stories that have never before been shown in one 
place, sharing the exceptional stories, not only of the building, but also our community’s shared history.

Phase I is not the end for this exciting 
addition to campus and the community. 
The MCC Foundation has begun to raise 
funds for Phase II of the construction, 
which will include improvements to the 
historic courtyard, excellent landscaping, 
and an executive conference room, all of 
which will add significant capacity to the 
event space. To fully fund this second 
phase of the project, we are hoping to 
raise another $2 million, total. Significant 
progress has already been made toward 
this goal, and we still have several naming 
options available. 

Please contact your MCC Foundation at foundation@mclennan.edu to discuss becoming our partner 
for Cameron Hall. All donors over $500 will be honored on our donor recognition wall, and major naming 
opportunities remain available.

AN UPDATE ON 
CAMERON HALL

https://www.mclennan.edu/foundation/cameron.html
mailto:foundation%40mclennan.edu?subject=


TENNIS 

COURTS

The eight regulation tennis courts on MCC’s campus have recently undergone a complete overhaul, 
including expert resurfacing, coloration to match the U.S. Open’s iconic blue and green, improvements 
to the nets and net posts, minor landscaping improvements nearby, and we aren’t finished yet.  

Recently, the College chose to add painted lines for two pickleball courts alongside two roll-away 
pickleball nets. We are excited to share these new additions to our beautiful campus, and look 
forward to countless hours of movement and recreation for the students, campus, and community.  

This campus enhancement is the result of a multi-facetted partnership including the Coco Gauff Foundation, 
United States Tennis Association (USTA), and Waco Tennis Association. The College is thrilled to offer a free-
to-use resource for competitive and tournament play, as well as additional opportunities for pickleball in our 
community. The courts are free to use and available in a first-come-first-served basis.

These courts provide a free and safe place for several high school tennis teams to practice and could be 
made available for planned tournaments upon request made to the president’s office. If you are interested in 
organizing a tournament, please reach out to foundation@mclennan.edu and we will put you in touch with the 
right team to help you. If you’d like to use the courts for recreational play, it is available for use!

mailto:foundation%40mclennan.edu?subject=
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McLennan Community College Foundation

NEW BOARD MEMBERS
Join us in welcoming five community leaders to the Foundation Board of Directors. Our outstanding board is 
comprised entirely of volunteers who are passionate about seeing local students thrive in class and beyond.

Brian Aynesworth III and his wife of 33 years Sarah Lewis Aynesworth 
have lived in Waco, TX for most of their lives. Their oldest son received his 
associate’s degree from MCC in 2017 and is currently the Chief Marketing 
Officer/Co-Owner of a rapidly growing e-commerce firm. Sarah has been an 
Etiquette Consultant for over 30 years and has worked extensively with MCC 
staff and students. She attended MCC in 1988 and graduated from Baylor 
in 1992 (BS).  Brian attended MCC in 1985, then graduated from Baylor in 
1989 (BBA) and 1991 (MBA).  He has enjoyed a 35-year career in commercial 
banking. In 2003 he co-founded Independent Bank which later became 
Independent Financial, and pursuant to the sale of the company in January 
2025 ultimately became South State Bank (Winter Haven, FL).  He also co-
founded Capstone Mechanical in 2005, which currently employs 175 people.   

The honorable Vicki Menard was the first female district judge in McLennan 
County history and the first judge in the 414th District Court. She was 
appointed by Governor Rick Perry in 2005 and served until her retirement 
in 2023. During her tenure, she also served as Local Administrative District 
Judge for the County. Judge Menard was active in the community serving 
as President of the Waco Rotary Club, on the boards of the Waco Symphony 
and the McLennan Community College Foundation, as well as Council Chair 
of the Litigation Section while in private practice and involved in the Bell 
and McLennan County Bar Associations. She also served on the District 
Grievance Panel. Prior to taking the bench, Judge Menard was the managing partner of her firm in Waco.

BRIAN AYNESWORTH

JUDGE VICKI MENARD

Kay Woodward Olson is a dedicated and passionate community leader, 
supportive of arts, education, and social causes throughout the greater 
central Texas area and abroad. Her leadership has contributed to the 
success of organization like the Bullock Museum, Texas State History 
Museum Foundation, Texas Cultural Trust, and many others. She has been 
instrumental in supporting MCC’s “Steinway” series concerts and played 
a vital role in our earning the distinguished status as an “All Steinway 
School”. Her passion for cultural and educational experiences makes her 
excited about serving students, the college, and the community in this role.

KAY OLSON



Sarah Pick held various inbound 
manufacturing and outbound 
distribution logistics roles with 
Caterpillar for 16 years.  Her final 
position with Caterpillar was Global 
Hydraulics  Supply Chain Manager 
before giving up her executive 
career to raise her two children. Her 
Husband, Andrew, is the current 

Logistics Manager for Caterpillar in Waco. She has volunteered in 
various charitable and community capacities since her retirement 
and currently holds several roles:   President of Hidden Valley 
Neighborhood Association;  Programs Director for Central Texas 
Watercolor Society; Membership Director for Waco Calligraphy 
Guild; and Lead Mentor of two Midway High School seniors for the 
Waco Chamber of Commerce. In her free time, she plays tennis and 
paints in the Watercolor Medium.  

SARAH PICK

Glenda Strum grew up in the country 
in East Texas, graduated from Tyler 
High School and danced with the 
Tyler Junior College Apache Belles 
before transferring to Baylor. Glenda 
has always had boundless energy 
and at age 20 had graduated from 
Baylor, married and was teaching 
1st  grade with a year-old son. Her 
energy allowed her to combine 
being a mother, teaching and selling real estate before making 
real estate her full-time career retiring in 2007. Since retirement 
Glenda has been overloaded with civic projects paying back to 
the community that has been so good to her. Glenda loved her 
long prior service on the MCC Foundation Board, enjoyed being 
Gala Chair and is excited to return to the MCC Foundation. 

GLENDA STRUM

Each of these five individuals brings a wealth of knowledge, experience, and passion. Their service to the 
McLennan Community College Foundation’s Board will undoubtedly continue a decades-long tradition of 
excellence in leadership. In addition to welcoming our new members, we would like to publicly thank those 
members of the board who have diligently served the fullness of their terms. We are grateful to Dr. Don Lewis 
and Mary Perez for years of wise counsel.

J e n n i f e r 
Amador recently 
joined your MCC 
F o u n d a t i o n 
team as the 
Coordinator of 
Operations and 
Scholarships . 
She brings a 
strong background in accounting and 
deep roots in the local community. 
 
She began her academic journey at 
MCC before earning her Bachelor’s 
degree in Accounting from Tarleton 
State University. For four years, 
she worked in the Accounting 
department at the Methodist 
Children’s Home, where she grew 
up. Jennifer is passionate about the 
life-changing power of scholarships 
and educational investment, having 
been fortunate to receive many 
throughout college, and is excited to 
help others access similar dream-
achieving opportunities. Outside of 
work, she enjoys volunteering and 
spending time with her dog: training 
her, playing together, and going on 
fun adventures.

NEW FOUNDATION 
TEAM MEMBER

http://bit.ly/mccfnd21
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In Memory of Dr. Kay Avant
Harry Chester Powell III

In Memory of Dr. Joseph William Bastien
Suzanne Baldon

In Memory of Ron Blackwood
Michelle Butler
Annette Bigham
Board of Directors Sigma Tau Epsilon Chpt. #435
Hanna and Lee McCleary
Carrie and Chris Qualls
Kathryn and Tom Proctor
Drs. Johnette and Stan McKown
Debbi Fontenot
Dr. Staci and Mr. Brady Taylor
Debbi Fontenot/ADN Colleagues
Kimberly McCoy
Michaela McCown
Kathy and Matthew Story
Dr. and Mrs. Fred W. Hills
Kevin Lightfoot
Dr. Elaine and Scott Fagner
Rebecca Urbanovsky
Reeves Company, LLC (Chris Reeves)
Elizabeth Layne

In Memory of the Burgess Family 
(John, Julia, Jack & James)
Sara Jo and Louie Englander

In Memory of Pam Cowdell
Kandice Blades
Carol and Donald Slimp

In Memory of Robert Kelly
Dr. Richard A. Drum

In Memory of Mrs. Francis Kurtz
Dr. and Mrs. Edwin B. Morrison

In Memory of Bill Goss
Debbie and Eddie Sherman
Jina A. Surovik
Joyce and Chris Brammer 

Lisa and Rick Sheldon
Susie Marin
Denise Carter
Chris Armstrong
Patti and Ronnie Wiley
Central National Bank
Judy and Jim Haller
Mary Sue Graham
Nancy and David Lacy
Sharon and Mike Allen
Nancy and Randy Cox
Trudy and Mike Woodson
Mary Ann and Larry Harper
Dr. and Mrs. Mark L. Waller
Dr. and Mrs. Philip H. Croyle
Reverend and Mrs. Richard H. Roland
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Butler
Ms. Judith I. Hersh
Sara Jo and Louie Englander
Woody Englander
Jana and Curtis Cleveland
Mr. and Mrs. Fred M. Johnson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Duncan, Jr.
Liz and Charlie Rigney
Dr. and Mrs. Dennis F. Michaelis
Laura and Bill Clifton
Mr. and Mrs. Tom I. Stanton

In Memory of Margaret “Maggie” Harbaugh
Dr. Richard A. Drum

In Memory of Dina Hoffman
Carrie and Chris Qualls
Kathryn and Tom Proctor
April Robinson
Dr. Richard A. Drum
Dr. Elaine and Scott Fagner

In Memory of Paul Holder
Garland and Mona Duncan

In Memory of Marie Hudson
Dr. Elaine and 
Scott Fagner

January 1, 2025 - August 31, 2025

GIFTS TO THE FOUNDATION 
IN HONOR & IN MEMORY

http://bit.ly/mccfnd21
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In Memory of Shelby Kilpatrick
Hannah Ermon
PhreLandrea Fondon
Karen Jackson 

In Memory of Luanne Klaras
Ms. Judith I. Hersh

In Memory of Rita Jacinto
Kathryn and Tom Proctor
Dr. Laura and Mr. Kyle Wichman
Dr. and Mrs. Fred W. Hills
April Robinson

In Memory of Debra Gail Cosby Johnson
Carrie and Chris Qualls

In Memory of Larry LaRoque
Sandy and Mike Hinton

In Memory of Scott Lowry
Dr. Richard A. Drum

In Memory of Janice Nemmer
April Robinson

In Memory of June Francis Oliver
Bobby Pollock
Janann, Lori, Steve, and Chuck Gibbs
Max and Lila Parker

In Memory of Judith Reagan
Dr. and Mrs. Ross B. Reagan

In Memory of Eddie Rolan
Susan and Butch Luce

In Memory of Paula Unger
Carrie and Chris Qualls
Kathy and Matthew Story
Kathryn and Tom Proctor
Kandice Blades
Kevin Lightfoot
Gale Kissinger
Drs. Johnette and Stanley McKown
Ken Krautter

Insurors of Texas
Dr. Amber Bracken
Carrie Easley
Suzanne Baldon
Jean Spelman
Debbie Reeves
Michael Campenni
Dr. Laura and Kyle Wichman
April Robinson
Dianne Feyerherm
Dr. Elaine and Scott Fagner
Alan Story
Mandy Vieregg
Ashley Cruseturner
Melanie Cook
Russell (Rusty) Barfield
Dena Goodman
Susan Moody
Terri Davenport Porter
Stan Levy
Fonda Paxton
Charlotte Henderson
Greater Waco Chamber of Commerce
Jedd and Diane Hagen
Margaret Gateley & Family
Nancy and David Lacy
Gladys Blair
Sara Jo and Louie Englander
Charles and Diane Schlecte
George Chase
Laura Mitchell
Sharon Hobart
Jessica Shelton
Patsy Hooks Brooks
Keith Barfield
Dr. Staci Taylor and Mr. Brady Taylor
Rachel Hagen
Mosie and Jim Holley & Family
Camille Unger
Fay and Nicolas Gutierrez
Nannette and David Wheelis
Carolyn and Tillman Rodabough
Harry Chester Powell III
Robbye and Peter Rusek 
 

GIFTS TO THE FOUNDATION 
IN HONOR & IN MEMORY (continued)



January 1, 2025 - August 31, 2025

In Honor of Vince Clark
Cody Kocian
Cade Miller
Andrew Hans
Nathan Anderson
Holden Hamilton
John Newfield
Garrett Driver
Braxton Brin
Hayes Hamilton
James Perry
Marshall Pryor
Brian Jennings
Juan Salcedo
Susan McCormac

In Honor of MCC Foundation Staff
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Patterson

In Honor of Stone McCaughey
Carol McCaughey

In Honor of K. Paul Holt and Donna G. Miller
Drs. Dianne and J. Clay Sawyer

In Honor of Ellie and Eddie Morrison
Elizabeth Raymond

In Honor of Betsy Reeder
Beverly and Harry Harelik

In Honor of Lise Uhl
Dr. Mandy McMichael and Dr. Chad Eggleston

GIFTS TO THE FOUNDATION 
IN HONOR & IN MEMORY

http://bit.ly/mccfnd21


2025 MCC Foundation
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

www.mclennan.edu/foundation

CONTACT US
 
CHRIS QUALLS, LMSW
Director, Donor Giving 
cqualls@mclennan.edu
254.299.8518

KATHY STORY, MHSA 
Director, Resource Development 
kmclendon@mclennan.edu
254.299.8663

 
NEYRA BAZALDUA, MBA 
Associate Director, Special 
Events, & Alumni Relations 
nbazaldua@mclennan.edu
254.299.8481 
 
PATRICK KOON, BBA
Associate Director, Operations 
& Scholarships 
pkoon@mclennan.edu
254.299.8818

 
JUDY FLEMING
Records Management Specialist 
jfleming@mclennan.edu
254.299.8604 
 
 
JENNIFER AMADOR, BBA
Coordinator, Scholarships & 
Operations 
jamador@mclennan.edu
254.299.8518

 
FRONT ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: Dr. Dianne Sawyer, Misti Mostiller, Dr. Johnette McKown (Secretary), 

Sabrina Moore (Treasurer), Dr. Laura Wichman, and Mosie Holley (Vice Chair).

BACK ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: Chris Qualls (Executive Director), Jonathan Hill, Dana Hassell (Past Chair), 
Dr. Donald K. Lewis, Andy Harwell, Dr. Eddie Morrison, Paul McClinton, Mary Perez (Chair), Clint Lewis, and Johnny Giotes. 

 
NOT PICTURED: John Bible, Len Brown, Rodney Clark, J. David Dickson, Deidra Emerson, 

Betsy Reeder, Debbie Sartain, and Earl Stinnett.

http://www.mclennan.edu/foundation
https://twitter.com/mccfoundation1
https://www.facebook.com/McLennanFoundation
mailto:foundation%40mclennan.edu?subject=
mailto:cqualls%40mclennan.edu?subject=
mailto:kmclendon%40mclennan.edu?subject=
mailto:nbazaldua%40mclennan.edu?subject=
mailto:pkoon%40mclennan.edu?subject=
mailto:jfleming%40mclennan.edu?subject=
mailto:jfleming%40mclennan.edu?subject=
https://www.mclennan.edu/foundation/about-us/directors.html
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mclennanfoundation/

